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LUMBERTON — Think you have the most
beautiful baby in Robeson County? Here is
your chance to prove it.

The Robeson County Partnership for
Children, the local organization that oversees
state Smart Start efforts, is holding the
second annual Beautiful Baby Contest. The
contest serves as both a fundraiser and
vehicle to raise public awareness on how the
partnership helps children learn the skills they
need to be successful when they enter school.

Last year’s contest included 66 contestants.
The fundraiser generated more than $5,000
for the partnership to use to support Smart
Start services.

“We are very excited about this contest because we know that all children are beautiful from the
inside out,” said Amy Cox, the partnership’s program manager. “We were very pleased and
honored by the public response last year. This year we hope to do even better.”

The contest entry form will appear in Tuesday’s edition of the newspaper and will be published
several more times during the registration period.

The contest is open to children up to age 5 who are Robeson County residents. Parents or legal
guardians can enter their children in the contest by stopping by The Robesonian office at 2175
Roberts Ave. during regular business hours from Monday until noon on May 1. A color or black
and white photo of the child — preferably a closeup — must be presented with an entry form and
$15 registration fee. If the photo was taken by a professional photographer, a consent form from
the photographer authorizing its publication must also be presented.

Contestants can be viewed on The Robesonian Web site, www.robesonian.com, after the
registration deadline has passed. Photos will be published in the Mother’s Day edition of the

newspaper on May 10.
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Voting begins May 11 and continues until June 11 at 5 p.m. Votes cost $1 each and can be cast
in person at the partnership’s office, 210 E. Second St., or mailed to the partnership office. Votes
can also be cast on the partnership’s Web site and paid for through a Pay Pal account.

Winners will be announced in The Robesonian’s Father’s Day edition on June 21. There will be
two first place winners — a boy and girl. Each will receive $100, a parade magnet, and a crown or
tiara.

Other winners will receive: second place, $75 and a trophy; third place, $50 and a trophy; and
fourth through sixth places, $25 and a trophy.

This year, a calendar featuring the 12 babies receiving the most votes will be available by
November and sold for $10. Also, all of the contestants will be pictured in the back of the calendar.

Cox said the calendar is being designed by Bob Hyett of The Graphics Place in Lumberton.
Photos of the featured babies will be taken by Venessa G. Photography of Elizabethtown.
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